Nancy Streeter
A Very Special Lady
by Edward Z. Epstein

soull 0", siales Palmer Baker, sho has
knwewm Mancy Smocter and her famaly for
may yeuns “Whsever Nancy doo, e doos
thotoughly. Amd dhe’s very much her swn
A woman of clegant beaning amd quaet
resalve, Mrs. Streeler hen lomp displaved s
passioe for family, philssbhropy snd figure
skating., Sofi-spoken and charming. with
spurkling blue eves, she's a pracical woman
who possesses the rare ability 1o blend
imnaginstion with action. Through her effors,
the dreams of many have come orue,

Emﬂwmm.mewm

1 grew up in & family of sketers.” che Botes.
There were two brothers, Moaty and Nick, and
“a house on ike Hoadwa My father
[Montgomery Angell, 4 ploneer in the fickd of
tax baw] had heen a hockey player a1 college.”
Mamcy's Mom, Elen. “was 2 mother in the
dwys when mothers remnined bome, mviolved
wilh their children.”

Mamcy first skated oa the ponds of Mesw York
Suie, bui bome ice eventmlly became the
fomdly remembered loeland ok, kecsted in the
old Madison Square Garden bailding on 5tk
Street and Eightls Averue an Manhattan.

] was around eiglt when | wa enroliad in
the Jimaos Club [of the Skatsng Club of New
York]." She chose not to enter competition. “1
did some sce dancing. which, in theme days,
comansded of two dandes: e 10-5tcp and the
Amcrzan Walz, Somya Kloplfer [Laer the wife
of Peter Dunfiekd. a Sirecter coach and (rend]
s o of the Cluh's cuistandmg competilors.™
[Somya wesd on 10 wia the US. figuse skating
champondip in 1951, the Broaee that vear m
Warldh, and the Silver the following year],

“Figune skating has been a thesme rumfing
through sy Life,” muses Nancy. Did Somjs
Henie further spark the voung giel's love of the
wport T “Sonja affocted all of w1 remember her
at Madisom Square Garden. coming o the ice in
;*@,mmﬂmﬁz’mﬁe—l'ﬂﬂnﬂl
saw bier skabe. She wan alnolsely magical ™

Memherchip in the Jemior Club ancludod
participation in special performances dering the
season Al of s who dkae have something of 2
perfoemer n them, 1o varying degrocs,” molcs
Mancy. There was the snssal MNew York
engapement of the Toe Follies, “and the fins
marnber was always done by Jumeor Club
miemnbers, In Old Fashioned Bogeet’, | wis 2
fomges- me-neil. Yyvomne Shetman |fsure twodtime
U S, champion] was the mose in the maddle.™

Mch later om, 7 skaiesd = Proiey Dumifarkd s
Umised Hospital Fand shows ot Rockefeller
Center. The adilts had a nember. the cluldeen
tea coee, these were anlos, pusrs - Jous Sonibescr
participaled, Lacy Breaam, Bl Bressen,
Toller Cranson. They were 2 boi of fen”

“Mancy gol me imcresied in skatng.”
remembers Palmer Baker “T was ber partses
when she ook bet firg dasce et I was the
Fiesia, | think, and durmg e fra mobask |
wrippod her wp” Nancy's smemgih of charactey
axiarted el “She pof wp, picled me op md
pansed the 1at,” rocalls Palmer

From the ages of five dwough cghioin,
Nancy sncsdod The (e Schood betewt on
from the o 10 Welledhey College. where e
majored in the History of At iHer dedcatson
1o Wellesley comrinmes 1 the presess dey — she
5 a Trasice Emcriia b

Soon afier praduting. she mamed Fank 5.
Strecter, a Harvend pradese Syooer had been 2
wear behind Palmer Baber & Horvand sl S
munss] wequantsnoes. <Ny wile Aloo aad | waw
Framk and Nancy fall m beve and per marred.” he
recalls Strocter scbuevnd cosstahding soccess =
the world of finesce. Hbs prem hobly b

rewarding relabonshep. ™| never forpot Nancy's
fricndship md kindness when my wile was
dyang of cances She's one of e people who
truly stood by.”

With the arrval of ihe Srocer dssghecr -
Eflea. Ruth, snd Meg - it wan oaly & maner of
timie hefore thes Mom atroduced Sherm w the
jovs of skating. When the chilfres wirne
enrollad in the Junior Club, s how 1 g0l
back o skating ™ recalls Mancy. Her fricsd Foaas
Sortmer “porsumdod me o pet back om the or
for ewevciss, and | neally copyed 07 She
eveasually passed her second figure il s

-Gk ] Gold desce femis.”

Orvgr the years, Naacy Stester has observed
aned knevwn farst-band many rencwned skaters.
Asked 10 comment, in a word or fwo, on 3 few
of the lepends, Strocser offerad the lollowing
Empreisiony: Tealey Albright - “Geace, speed.”
Carol Heiss: “Urace. procison.” Janet Lyns
“Inpocence, grace, power.” Peggy Flemang:
“Lymal.” Dewothy Homill: “Strength, grace,
musicaliy ~ Krist Yamaguchi: “Tremendonsly
appeding. fragile but wrong,” Michelle Kwan:
“ExtrsonSnary. determined. Takes over the ice,
' hers ™

I 1976, Mancy Stoeeler hacame pretidend of
the Skating Club of New York. The club was
expeniencing “lembie financial problems,” and
she sveptesl the chalicage of belpang o rewcue
i'hdﬂh:lnlﬁrhm‘ﬁﬂ{.
were remendously insrumental [in handling
e stuation " states Swrocter. She alse became
president of Sky Rink's Miciown Skating
Comrpearatun
“The cbd Fhating Clab of New York was a
Brvzanrine place,” recalls Palmer Baker. ~Tt hud
begpua o disimcprate becawse of changieg
demograchics = the women who'd beea the
backhone of the “obd” club led guite diffesear
bives tham the nexi penerations.” he expliss
daplomatically.

By the mid-sevestics, when Nanoy took
over, the club wad sboat w0 kse its leme.
“Nancy managed o keep the rink going (0

brought in Jim Goodale) and
between Nancy and Bim, they kepd the rink
abive for 20 years.

“Mancy was ismumenial in the Clab’s
involvereni in buildng Shy Kink @ 35sd
Seroet, which cost & millvon dellen sty yoan
&0 fan impressive amournt of momey back then
lor sach s endemaking ). She has made a real
contribubon o sicstag via Sky nnk. walizng
sl the and full shie pays
1o all her progects.”

Swecier wus copnizant of the effod. ~h
rexquained real dedscanon on behalf of ws all -
pEmeveranee,  delermination, & Famalsc
muak with skating, The eaperience
cobored my life at that tme.~

Apother imstmmion which cupeared her
imtesent s inspared Ber o action during those
years wan the Professenal Claldeen®s Schon -
“n private school @ New Yook for students
performing in the Ans, who are unsble 1o fod

“gat hookod on ioc dancaag agan. The u
time asoond was muck casier - @ im the
hones’ when you've staned &s 3 chid ™

The reslis wese impresive B lec. she
paased ber Sibver dence wst However, " vou
i older, you haw i ko e frogacssly,
work harder. My desghter: had rached 2 cortam
ape and | was by then woriong perm-mme = The
Asn Socieny {m e Pobie Al Dopertoon,
Program Developmen ], bar coetismed w0 work
with Peter Dunfichd and Charles Femter om i

Jat m dard sehool programs.
Here. they are provided with & proper academic
carricolum. | found thal concepl Tascenating
and ™ She became snd remained a
Trussce, from 1967 through 1985,

*For once in wy e [ really Londed on my
feer wnth o bang, for [was fabem into one of
the micwrar dowars § e cver been dn winh tie
maat ramgail howne aimesphene, with peopsle
wher were interesting, and mally inwerested n



wll dler kg phat § liked They musde v timar

dhree an comliwtarhly av are cowld seer bape

for:  fehe  Sireeters]  beoame, Jlunrn'-_
treasured frierds in my flife.”

~Jotm Curry in “Johs Curry,”

wenitea with Keith Moncy

(pubdished by Kaopd

1 had mever heard of Bim when he came 1o
stay with as in the summer of 1971, recall
Nancy, [Others benefited similarly from the
Streeters’ generowity: 14 vear ald Dosorhy
Humill; 1977 nonional dance ch Juds

Adier tuming professsomal,
Crary ramsed the an of fipene
skaning o & now level “Pobm's
shosd, of couse, wis e
procurssr of everythang tha™s
happening  doday,”  stmgs
Streeter. “Moira's loe Theswe
and Nahan Bech's Nexd ke
Agr wouldn't be bere if sot
for Joka, s thamks o the
commitmest  and  dene-

mteoe ol Modra and Nathon

Gienovesa  ard Koot Weighe, amd  Alap
Schramm, among othess|.

“My daughier Meg was 12, and 1 had 1odd
Peter Dumfiehd we'd bove 1o have o link gid
ueoiand Meg's ape stay with as. 1§ wasn't a 12
year-old female but Johe, wbo was 21 and
British, thar Perer recommended, ~You're
crazy! | wold him, but he wore me down. and
that's how Boln Cenry bocame a very special
part of the Streeter Fansily.™

She vividly recalls her firsst impression of
the skater: "It was at the old Sky Rink, on ¥rd
sticct. Comning aff ibe elevazm, one walked 10
& glass facade that looked oui onto the rnk -
and there he  wes, Just  remarkahle,
hreatheaking, He skated with such heamty and
glace. and pisseswed extronlmary pobemisl
His style was daffecemt than everybody ele's
He was so musical, expresave, strong. You
were caught up by his talent™

Mancy recalls, with & smile thai John
“loked vounger than 21,7 He lived wilh the
Stwecters much of the time, “and we pot 1o
kmow many of his fnends,”

Nancy wos not only Curry's fiend and
spanaf, bl also hes “growsap  sisiesn”
according w0 Palimer Baker

Nancy acknowlodges the  descoripmodn.
“Howewer™, she pdds, “there were tmes | had
b bower the b, 1o get bohn o comcemrmie
on his imple jumps. whsch be Bated.™

The Sieeeiers were on hand throughout the
ups and dowss of Comy's life amd carcer.
MNancy nyisted these be “ne publicity on Carry
livang with us = for the sakoe of his privacy, amd
vars!” Mot an casy sccomplishment, as his
[ame goew, In 1974, he won Bronre ot Woorkds,
and then in 76, Ofympes Gold and the World
champeaiihin,

In 1978, Mamcy Streeter jomed Cumy's
skating classes o Sky Rink, which were
memaorable. “Just ask Randy Lame, Rob
MeBren, Pal Dodd,” she says. Mot all in class
were ice veterans. “Sieve Rosenthal was o
dociar whi'd done mo skating a1 all, b wns
deterimned 1o skate,” recalls Ngm—,- “MHe
wasted fo spin. bat was havieg pread trouble
‘¥ow're gy do way heee ‘il vow mq_']phn
declared. He had no mency on any of us. Yiu'd
eome home cxhaustod bul exhilsyaged! |
learned more i six weeks than 1 thought
porssshle ™

te kecp Jobn's wiseon of
skaning poang thal we re domg
iy of s~

In the pinctesn-cightcs,
whon Camry was dingmosad
with AIDS, Nomcy made 3
life-changng decason. e

&

oouhd  enther ipmore O

disesie s eximiense — of 30 wmelhing shout o
3o smany people | keew and camed sboes wocld
e an rsk.”

She went 1w work 2 New York Hespeal-
Conmell Meadbcs] Cemier 55 3 Volumtoer & the
AIDS propram. “The howptal wsn't dong
very much,” she mocalls. “Everybody wamed
i e po away.

“The medical asd] wassed lay poople
mvolved = punttsng an AIDS Progres
tapether.” she cuplaims. ~The dochors kaew e
dineme would be 8 big e They nesded
SO fO orgamne the volemisers. ™

Serocter procesded b do ws “She bocane o
muling Soror a8 the honpital (her Ssbond Frosk
wis a povermor there " explans Palmer Baler.
“With Jobn Jacobes om the s, Maney ssd Jobn
woir the protagunngy who cresed e AIDS
l'rmxhkﬁ‘p‘;ﬂﬂpw.;\ny-ul.ll
development for 2 oonservamve bosgural o T
time a1l hospitals weie (onservative regandng
AITXS), Adong with Escobs, Namry deseregs the
credit fior what was scoormgdindend there. ™

“Joha |Carry] wan taken cane of thene, bui
never @ an Cw paticm,” declaress Nasey.
Anothery stncken skaler was Pawrsck Deos
iformaer dasce parner of Moers Nosthi
“Patrick war an Cin" patient amd chormed
everyane on e oor” remembers Namcy. “He
wik very nesdy and felt e was well talon cine
of these.” Towands dhe ond. “he wenl bowse 5
hix famiky.™

“When | wem W see Palnck o the bospital.
the lall smpact of Nancys commibutson b me.”
slates Palmer Haker “What o really messt to
the ool who passed thromsgh thet Ciemter =

Mre., Strester’s imvoluenet w2 tol ~Tn
ﬁ:ﬂlj days, we were B svocstes amd
suppor proup fof ihe strickes. There wons deng
waery, hemophihac - the totality of the Suese
was sagpering. yet it was porceved in o very
NaITR WAV,

“1 tricd 10 cupinin o people s @ wss 3]
shomt. T'd mever workod with dnsg sbwsers
befiee — dids’t Enow if | opald. 1 leamed thar

they were people.  For me, the jnner rewand
was bremendous, smasisg. Onc of the most
rwanding aeps [ve ever done. I'd been
Ivifig I New York my entive life - and had
mever understood the brosdth of the aty il |
became involved with the ATDS Cener,

“My bope has alwasyy been thal those
sarichen would pet good medical care ™

Meznwhile, the discase ook is terribile 1ol
om Casry. “Joln didn't wanl 1o be really sick in
New York, ssd for the flssld two yean, he west
home 1o stay with his mother. These years
broughi them very close - and it was very
importasi o0 bodh of them that they had that
tmme together” To the present day, Mm
Soeeter wmains in regular wach with M.
Curry. "Ir's impertant for her, and for me, o™

s Sireeter’s vision for lee Theotre
coincides exactly with what Jobn Carry's
would have been. “In's so rewanding for skating
#sclf, and for slaters - the oppomunity for
talemind slintérs fo whine - thal’s the legocy
Jodini"s given all of them

“He krew what he wested - he set the sage
for the cypenmentation of llay. 'Everything
done can'i be 5 m pacee.” It s i
W comiini. and hearteming to wee them get
rocogaition and backimg. John would be very
pecud of what lee Theatre has done, and what
o' doamp.”

Naney glows with pride when discassing hee
family. Eldest daughicr Ellen inamed for
Naney's muother) is a0 very ssccessful iravel
agent.” noeos Palmes Bakes Reth is o prodscer
for =60 Mimaes™ “she has worked with Bd
Beradley for yeurs™ notes Mancyh Meg is a
pruminent  dwecor/prodecer, primarily of
doting compotitions and evenls ("she has
wawrked om every Qilympics sance 1980," states
her Mom). Mamcy's nme gramsichildren are the
s i hr bt

Orer the vears, for mech noeded fest-and-
relaxation, the Mreeter umily has always loved




the wanguil beauty of Sen Villey, Muhe, lonz & fevosed
rereat fowr wanley sports emhusiasss. An ddeal plsce o
ummrwiindd, havee fum - and reflect

Rellectimg on her variod endeavors, Mrs, Strester noiss
"5 very rewurding 1o Be able s pick and choose your
pearsuits - some, 1 fell into,” she pownts ol Yel, she is wary
ol the pabliic spothight. | She euprossed surprise o the snomt
of uie requined for cur inlervacw: “All that time ulking
about me™ she exelnimed. )

An ehservervalion Keith Money made shoai John Cusry
applies directly 1o Me. Strecter: . modest and yet,
relrestagly, completely without false modesty,”

“The et and culiars of other couines - India, China,
Tibel = fascinaie her” observes Pabmer Bakey Mamen's
passion for skalimg remades snabsted, e travels @
competitions. and knows the cumrent skating scene and the
pecphe im ik “She s a Bmlior face @1 key evenis” 1o guote
Baker

Peopls wn all walks of kfe have reavon o be prasclal le
what Mancy Sireeier has scvemspliched (and will undombaedly
socansplish i the futire). Withoat questios, she B one very
sprcual kady.

Edward 2 Epssein 15 currently m work on 2 book wilk ace
dence champions Moya Usova and Evgeny Pl Hi latsst
book, BORN TO SKATE: The MICHELLE KwaN 5 ad
(Hallanting), is currendy in #s foursh prinding. A skatisg
deviope: sismte childiood, Epstem is a Tormer Muddle- Atkance
Stabes Novice chamspson

Dear Nancy,
Tonight we celebrate vou!

“He who pursues righteousness and love

finds love, prosperity and honor.. .

... The righteous give without sparing.”
(Proverbs 21:21 and 26)

“To be esteemed is better than silver or gold. ..
... penerous person will himself be blessed.™
(Proverb 22:1 amnl 9)

Thanks for being such a blessing o so many.
May God continee to bless you richly!

With Much Love,
JoJo Starbuck

Congratulations
to Nancy and
continued success
to the
Ice Theatre

of New York

Aja Zanova

Congratulations

Ice Theatre
of New York

and to

Nancy Streeter

YOUR DEDICATION AND
LOVE OF THE ART OF SKATING
IS UNMATCHED BY ANYONE

WITH LOVE AND RESPECT
SALLY BRAYLEY BLISS




